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From: Internal Communications

To: UCSF MDs; UCSF Nursing - All RNs;

Subject: MESSAGE FROM THE CMO - Respiratory Viral Infections
Date: Tuesday, December 16, 2008 12:08:08 PM
Attachments: Resp Viruses.doc

TO: UCSF PHY SICIANS AND NURSES
FROM: Adrienne Green, M.D.

Co-Interim Chief Medical Officer
adrienne.green@ucsfmedctr.org

RE: RESPIRATORY VIRAL INFECTIONS AMONG HEALTH
CARE WORKERS

Please distribute the attached information from Hospital Epidemiology and
Infection Control regarding measures to prevent the transmission of
respiratory viral infections to hematology and oncology patients who may
receive care throughout UCSF Medical Center and UCSF Children's
Hospital.

This information should be reviewed with your staff, including attending
physicians, residents, nurses and other health care workers. Please direct any
guestions concerning this document to Hospital Epidemiology and Infection
Control at 353-4343.
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Respiratory Infections 


Transmission to Hematology/Oncology Patients



Prevention of respiratory viral infections in health care workers



1. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that health care workers receive influenza vaccination. Vaccinations are provided annually to UCSF Medical Center and campus faculty, staff and students at no charge through Occupational Health Services.  To contact Occupational Health, call 885-7580. 



2. Hand hygiene must be performed before and after contact with patients and at other times indicated in the Hand Hygiene Policy at http://infectioncontrol.ucsfmedicalcenter.org/ICMANUAL2007/Section1/Sec%201.2%20Hand%20Hygiene%20Policy.pdf.


Management of the symptomatic health care worker 



All people engaged in direct patient care who develop a fever or respiratory symptoms are restricted from direct patient care until afebrile and symptoms improve.


Testing of symptomatic staff 


(Performed only during identified clusters or outbreaks)


Testing for respiratory viral agents will be initiated only by Hospital Epidemiology and Infection Control or Occupational Health Services (OHS) when there is evidence of suspected or confirmed transmission in the healthcare environment. Once transmission is confirmed or strongly suspected, testing will be conducted on identified personnel by OHS by appointment at 885-7580. 



NOTE:  Testing in the Emergency Department or locations (Urgent Care, Screening Clinic, etc.) not described in this document is not authorized. Any costs incurred will be the responsibility of the requestor. 


Please direct any questions concerning regarding this topic to the Hospital Epidemiology and Infection Control at 353-4343. 




